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THE HISTORY OF THE 


in that yle, he knew wel, that it was the yle, where he 
had herd fpeke his owne langage before, and the cal- 
lynge of the oxen at the plowghe : and that was pofiible 
thinge. But how it femethe to fymple men unlerned, 
that men ne mowe not go undre the erthe, and aifo that 
men fcholde falle toward the hevene, from undre ! But 
that may not be, upon leffe, than wee mowe falle toward 
hevene, fro the erthe, where wee ben. For fro what 
partie of the erthe, that men duelle, outher aboven or 
benethen, it femethe alweyes to hem that duellen, that 
thei gon more righte than ony other folk. And righte 
as it femethe to us, that thei ben undre us, righte fo it 
femethe hem, that wee ben undre hem. f or zit a 
man myghte falle fro the erthe unto the firmament -, be 
grettere refoun, the erthe and the fee, that ben fo grete 
and fo hevy, fcholde fallen to the firmament : but that 
may not be : and therfore feithe oure Lord God, Non 
timeas me, qui fufpendi terra ex nkhilo ? And alle be 
it, that it be pofiible thing, that men may fo envyronne 
alle the world, natheles of a iooo perfones, on^ ne 
myghte not happen to returnen in to his contree. for, 
for the gretnefie of the erthe and of the fee, men may 
go be a iooo and a iooo other weyes, that no man 
cowde redye him perfitely toward the parties that he 
cam fro, but zif it were be aventure and happ, or be 
the grace of God. For the erthe is fulle large and fulle 
gret, and holt in roundneffe and aboute envyroun, be 
aboven and be benethen 20425 myles, aftre the opynyoun 
of the olde wife aftronomeres. And here feyenges I 
repreve noughte. But aftre my lytylle wyt, it femethe 
me, favynge here reverence, that it is more. And for 
to have bcttere underftondynge, I feye thus, be ther 
ymagyned a figure, that hathe a gret compas ; and 
aboute the poynt of the gret compas, that is clept the 
centre, be made another litille compas : than aftre, be 
the gret compafs devifed be lines in manye parties ; and 
that°alle the lynes meeten at the centre ; fo that in as 
many parties, as the grete compas fchal be departed, in 
als manye, fchalle be departed the litille, that is aboute 
the centre, alle be it, that the fpaces ben leffe. Now 
thanne, be the gret compas reprefented tor the firma- 
ment, and the litille compas reprefented for the erthe. 
Now thanne the firmament is devyfed, be aftronomeres, 
in 12 fignes •, and every figne is devyfed in 30 degrees, 
that is 360 degrees, that the firmament hathe aboven. 
Alfo, be the erthe devyfed in als many parties, as the 
firmament ; and lat every partye anfwere to a degree of 
the firmament : and wytethe it wel, that aftre the 
audloures of aftronomye, 700 furlonges of erthe an- 
fweren to a degree of the firmament-, and tho ben 87 
miles and 4 furlonges. Now be that here multiplyed 
be 360 fithes ; and than thei ben 31500 myles, every 
of 8 furlonges, aftre myles of oure contree. So moche 
hathe the erthe in roundneffe, and of heghte enviroun, 
aftre myn opynyoun and myn undirftondynge. And 
zee fchulle undirftonde, that aftre the opynyoun of olde 
wife philofophres and aftronomeres, oure contree ne Ire- 
lond ne Wales ne Scotlond ne Norweye ne the other yles 
coftynge to hem, ne ben not in the fuperficyalte cownted 
aboven the erthe as it fcheweihe be alle the bokes 
of aftronomye. For the fuperficialtee of the erthe is 
departed in 7 parties, for the 7 planetes : and tho par- 
ties ben clept clymates. And oure parties be not of 
the 7 clymates : for thei ben defeendynge toward the 
Weft. And alfo thefe yles of Ynde, which beth evene 
azenft us, beth noght reckned in the climates : for thei 
ben azenft us, that ben in the lowe contree. And the 
7 clymates ftrecchen hem envyrounynge the world. 

f 

II. And I John Maundevylle knyghte abovefeyd, (alle 
thoughe I be unworthi) that departed from oure contrees 
and paffed the fee, the zeer of grace 1322. that have 
paffed manye londes and manye yles and contrees, and 
cerched manye fulle ftraunge places, and have ben in 
many a fulle gode honourable companye, and at 
many a faire dede of armes, (alle be it that I dide none 
myfelf, for myn unable infuffifance) now I am comen 
hom (mawgree my felf) to refte : forgowtes, artetykes, 
that me diftreynen, tho diffynen the ende of my labour, 
azenft my wille (God knowethe.) And thus takynge 
folace in my wrecched refte, recordynge the tyme paffed, 
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I have fulfilled theife thinges and putte hem wry ten in 
this boke, as it wolde come in to my mynde, the Zeer 
of grace 1356 in the 34 zeer that I departede from oure 
coiTtrees. Wherfore I preye to alle the rederes and 
hereres of this boke, zif it plefe hem, that thei wolde 
preyen to God for me : and I fchalle preye lor hem. 
And alle tho that feyn for me a Pater nofter, with an 
Ave Maria, that God forzeve me my fynnes, I make 
hem partneres and graunte hem part of alle the gode 
•filgrymages and ot alle the gode cedes, that I 
have don, zif ony be to his plefance: and noghte 
only of tho, but of alle that evere I fchalle do unto 
my lyfes ende. And I befeche Almyghty God, fro 
whom alle godenefle and grace comethe tio, that he 
vouchefaf, of his excellent mercy and habundant grace, 
to fulle fylle hire foules with infpiracioun ot the Holy 
Goft, in makynge defence of alle hire goftly enemyes 
here in erthe, to hire falvacioun, bothe of body and 
foule ; to worfehipe and thankynge of him, that is three 
and on, with outen begynnynge and withouten endynge; 
that is, with outen qualitee, good, and with outen quan- 
tytee, gret -, that in alle places is prefent, and alle thinges 
contenynynge •, the whiche that no goodnelle may 
amende, ne non evelle empeyre that in perfeyte try- 
nytee lyvethe and regnethe God, be alle worldes and be 
alle tymes. Amen, Amen, Amen. 

The firft of our authours, who can be properly faid to 
have written Englijh , was Sir John Gower , who, in his 
ConfeJJion of a Lover , calls Chaucer his difciple, and may 
therefore be confidered as the father of our poetry. 

TvT OWE for to fpeke of the commune, 

It is to drede of that fortune. 

Which hath befalle in fondrye londes : 

But ofte for defaute of bondes 
All fodeinly, er it be wift, 

A tunne, whan his lie arift 
Tobreketh, and renneth all aboute, 

Whiche els fhulde nought gone out. 

And eke full ofte a littell fkare 
Vpon abanke, er men beware. 

Let in the ftreme, whiche with gret peine^ 

If any man it (hall reftreine. 

Where lawe failleth, errour groweth. 

He is not wife, who that ne troweth. 

For it hath proued oft er this. 

And thus the common clamour is 
In euery londe, where people dwelleth : 

And eche in his complainte telleth. 

How that the worlde is mifwent. 

And thervpon his argument 
Yeueth euery man in fondrie wife: 

But what man wolde him felfe auife . 

His confcience, and nought mifufe, 

He maie well at the firft excufe 
His god, whiche euer ftant in one. 

In him there is defaute none 
So muft it ftande vpon vs felue. 

Nought only vpon ten ne twelue, 

But plenarly vpon vs all. 

For man is caufe of that (hall fall. 

The hiftory of our language is now brought to the 
point at which the hiftory ot cur poetry is generally fup- 
pofed to commence, the time of the illuftrious Geojfry 
Chaucer , who may perhaps, with great juftice, be ftiled 
the firft of our verfifyers who wrote poetically. He 
does not however appear to have deferved all the praife 
which he has received, or all the cenfure that he has 
fuffered. Dryden, who miftakes genius for learning, 
and, in confidence of his abilities, ventured to write 
ot what he had not examined, aferibes to Chaucer the 
firft refinement of our numbers, the firft produ&ion of 
eafy and natural rhymes, and the improvement of our 
language, by words borrowed from the more polithed 
languages ot the continent. Skinner contrarily blames 
him in harth terms for having vitiated his native fpeech 
by whole cartloads of foreign words. But he that reads 
the works of Gower will find ftnooth numbers and cafy 
rhymes, of which Chaucer is l’uppofed to-have been the 
inventor, and the French words, whether good or bad, 
• ■ .. r,:. M :.i ' V X; of 
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of which Chaucer is charged as the ^[he 

innovations he might pro a y rn ‘ f k 00 k s does 

infancy of our poetry, which the paueuy o. oou 
A y i0 m Hifcover with particular exaftnels ; but lie 
^ Tsof Gower and Lydgate Efficiently evince, that his 

j^asssr* x and by the mixture 

CHAUCER. 

at A S 1 I wepyng am conftrained to begin verfe ot 
A L fo„ w fu 1 matte?, that whilom in flonlhyng ftud.e 
made Stable ditees. For lo ! rendyng -fa of 
Poetes enditen to me thmges to be writen, and diet 
teres At lade no drede ne might overcame tho mules, 

that thei ne werren fellowes, and foloweden my waie 
w t „ faie, when I was exiled, thei that weren of 

rny youth whilom welfull and grene, comfort™ now 
forowfull wierdes of me olde man : for elde is com 
mwarely upon m hailed by the _ham.es that I have 
and forowe hath commaunded Ins age to be m me 
Heres hore aren ihad overtimeliche upon my hed . and 
the ftacke fldnne trembleth of mine empted bodie. 1 hilke 
deth of men is welefull, that he ne cometh not m yeres 
that be fwete, but cometh to wretches often ldeped: 
Alas alas ! with how defe an ere deth crueil turneth 
awaie fro wretches, and naieth for to clofe wepyng eyen. 
While fortune unfaithlull favoured me with light godes, 
that forowfull houre, that is to iaie, the deth, had al- 
mofte drente myne hedde : but now for fortune cloudie 
ha f h chaunged her decevable chere to mewarde, myne 
unpitous life draweth along ungreable dweilynges. O 
ve my frendes, what, or whereto avaunted ye me to 
ben welfull ? For he that hath fallin, ftode in no ftedfaft 
tfe 
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gre. 
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N the mene while, that I ftill record thefe thynges 
with my felf, and marked my wepelie complainte with 
office of poinfrell : I faugh ftondyng aboven the hight 
of myn hed a woman of full grete reverence, by fem- 
blaunt. Her eyen brennyng, and clere, feyng over the 
common might of menne, with a lively colour, and 
with foche vigour and ftrength that it ne might not 
be nempned, all were it fo, that fhe were full of fo 
grete age, that menne woulden not trowen in no manere, 
that fhe were of our elde. 

The ftature of her was of doutous Judgemente, for 
fometyme fhe conftrained and fnronke her felven, like 
to the common mefure of menne : And fometyme it 
femed, that fhe touched the heven with the hight of 
her hedde. And when fhe hove her hedde higher, (lie 
perced the felf heven, fo that the fight of menne lokyng 
was in ydell : her clothes wer maked of right delie 
thredes, and fubtel craft of perdurable matter. The 
whiche clothes fhe had woven with her owne handes, as 
I knewe well after by her felf declaryng, and fhewyng 
to me the beautie : The whiche clothes a darkneffe of a 
forleten and difpifed elde had dufked and darked, as it 
is wonte to darke by ftnoked Images. 

In the nethereft hemme and border of thefe clothes 
menne redde iwoven therein a Grekilhe A. that figni- 
fieth the life aftive, and above that letter, in the hieft 
bordure, a Grekilhe C. that fignifieth the life contem- 
platife. And betwene thefe two letters there were feen 
degrees nobly wrought, in maner of ladders, by whiche 
degrees menne might climben from the nethereft letter 
to the uppereftt nathelefle handes ot fome men hadden 
kerve that clothe, by violence or by ftrength, and 


of d i freren t nu mbe rs , in *Mc h tef . ™ » , "" 

v rfa andTmong .hen? pare of 
W <0 which another ve-ehon, 

made in the time ot queen Man, is oppo.rd, 
he imorooer to quote very fpanngly an authour ot lo 
much ‘reputation’ or to make very large extra .s hotn a 

book fo generally known. 

C O L V I L E. 

That in tyme of prolperite, and floryfiiing fludye, 

- made plealaunte and delectable drqes, cr vur.es . 
alas now feyng heauy and fad ouerthrowen in aduerfme, 
am compelled ?o feie and tail heuines and greit Be- 
holde the mules Poeticall, that is to laye : the P; e f”= 
that is in poetes verfes, do appoynt me, and compel me 
to writ thefe verfes in meter, and the forowfull verfes do 
wet my wretched face with very water ye teares, yiiumge 
out of my eyes for forowe. Whiche mules no teare 
without doute could ouercome, but that they wold folow 
me in mv iourney of exile or baniOiment. Sometyme 
the ioye of happy and lufty delectable youth dyd com- 
fort me, and nowe the courfe of forowfull olde age 
caufeth me to reioyfe. For hafty old age vnloked or 
is come vpon me with al her incommodities and euy s, 
and forow hath commaunded and droughts me into tne 
fame old age, that is to fay : that forowe caufeth me to 
be olde, before my time come ot olde age. l he hoer 
heares do growe vntimely vpon my heade, and my re- 
uiled fkynne trembleth my flefli, cleane confumed and 
wafted with forowe. Mannes death is happy, that 
cometh not in youth, when a man is luftye, and in plea- 
fure or welth : but in time of aduerfitie, when it is often 
defy red. Alas Alas howe dull and defie be the eares 
of cruel death vnto men in mifery that would fayne 
dye : and yet refufythe to come and fhutte vp theyr 
carefull wepyng eyes. \Vhiles that falle iortune fa- 
uoryd me with her tranfitorye goodes, then the howie 
qf death had almoft ouercom me. That is to fay deaths 
was redy to oppreffe me when I was in profperitie. Nowe 
for by caufe that fortune beynge turned, from profpe- 
ritie into aduerfitie (as the clere day is darkyd with 
cloudes) and hath chaungyd her deceyuable counte- 
naunce : my wretched life is yet prolonged and doth 
continue in dolour. O my frendes why haue you fo 
often bofted me, fayinge that I was happy when I had 
honor poileflions riches, and authoritie whych be tran- 
fitory thynges. He that hath fallen was in no ftedefaft: 
degre. 

TX 7 HYLES that I confiderydde pryuylye with my 
’ ’ felfe the thynges before fayd, and deicrybed my 
wofull complaynte after the maner and offyee of a 
wrytter, me thought I fawe a woman ftand oner my 
head of a reuerend countenaunce, hauyng quyeke and 
glyfteryng clere eye , aboue the common forte of men 
in lyuely and deledtable coloure, and ful of ftrength, 
although flie femed fo olde that by no meanes fhe is 
thought to be one of this oure tyme, her ftature -is of 
douteful knowledge, for nowe file fliewethe herfelfe at 
the com men length or ftatur of men, and other whiles 
fhe femeth fo high , as though fhe touched heuen with 
the crown of her hed. And when fhe wold ftretch 
fourth her hed hygher, it alio perced thorough heauen, 
fo that mens fyghte coulde not attaine to behold her. 
Her veftures or cloths were perfyt of the finyfte thredes, 
and fubtyll workemanPnyp, and of fubftaunce perma- 
ment, whych vefturs fhe had wouen with her own hands 
as 1 perceyued after by her owne faiynge. The kynde 
or beawtye of the whyche veftures, a certayne darkenes 
or rather ignoraunce of oldenes forgotten hadde ob- 
feuryd and darkened, as the fmoke is wont to darken 
Images that ftand rryghe the fmoke. In the lower 
parte ot the faid veftures was read the oreke letter 
P. wouen whych fignifyeth praClife or adlyffe, and 
in the hygher part of the veftures the greke letter. T. 
whych eftandeth for theorica, that fignifieth fpeculacion 
or contemplation. And betwene both the fayd letters 
were fene certayne degrees, wrought after the maner of 
ladders, wheiem was as it were a paffage or waye in 
fteppes or degrees from the lower part wher the letter. 
P. was which is vr.derftand from pradfys or adtyf, unto 
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